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Terrnrism ls att r-rrgattized e*mpaigu cI vio-
lence intenEXeql tr: frigtrrtera *r particu{*r popu{a.-

tl*n, often tq; {rxrt}rrr a reiig'i+ua, pulitical, ol'

sq:cial c&rtrs*. Xnci<{*nts of terre;risma are evideelt

thraughfftrf rec*r<ir:ql h"ist*T y, rearcfuipg 61117

leveis erf iui.ensit*v ilt (ire h{iddle {'last after the

ereatiE;n of Isra*l in 194S, ancl sulminaiirlg it:
the Septernber J1 erf,tachs in the Utrited $tattes

in 2$0 tr,

he word terrorism refers to organized acts of vi-

olence intended to fi'ighten others and revenge

past, or perceived, injustices sutl'erecl by the terrorists

or their supporters. Attacks Llpon a hated rival or un-

just ruler are age-old, but such acts become telrorism

only when the individual who perfbrms the act does

so with the sllpport of fellow sufferers who hope their

cause will benefit trom the fear terrorism provokes.

The oldest recorded instance of terrorism ma,v be

fbund in the Bible where the books of Samuel and

Chronicles ref'er to wandering companies of prophets

who worshipped Yal'rweh and became the core of the

army Saul lecl against the Philistines and other en-

emies (1 Samuel 10:26). They fought lbr Yahweh and

tl-re religion of the desert, thcn being challenged by

worship of baals-agricultural deities already estab-

lished in t1-re lancl of Canaan. The prophets of Yahweh

eventually prevailed, supported Iiom time to time by

terroristic acts against enenries like the Amalckites,

whom Saul utterly destroyed (L Samuel 15:20).

In ancient Greece, Harmodius and Aristogeiton,

who assassinated the tyrant Hipparchus of Athens

in 514 Bco, were later regardecl as defenders of lib-

erty and honored with statues, trut their motives were

probably merely personal. In Rome, the assassination

2484

<lf Iulius Cilcsat in .4'1 tr<.0 lvas ittstiliecl a1 thc tinlc as it

dr:fensc o1'tJre lr:ltrtblicitrr lorru of got'e rtlntcttt. Altgtts-

tlls. ils (lacsar's hcir, triccl to sllpprcss thtrt iutcrllrcta-

tion of his acloptcd tirlher''s clelth, bttt thc Iristoliatr
'lir<:itus rnal<cs clear thar it littgcretl illl)ong ther Ittlrtltrn

solriltol's n011cthcl0ss.

The Assassins

Lr olircr tintcs and plat'es itttttttttcr'ablc' kings ttntl

ch icftirins u'erc liilletl b\' 11',,,'..' ttrotttltl thcrri, br-tt

rvhcn pcrsonal fcul o1' hatrc(l was thc motivc, histo-

riirns tlo not cot.tsitli,rt such tllnt:rlct's t-ls tlcts rl['terror-

isnr. 'llltc 1irst LtnarItbigtlotls cxantltlc ol'tr 1lr'olot'tgetl

ancl sccrct tcrrot"ist caurpaigt-t cctlterccl in h'an atlcl

S1,ria rru-rong a srrrall truntitcr of' Shi'a Ntttslinrs rvhc-r

rcicctcd thc le'gitinrat'y of Scliull'furkish l'ttlcrs. 1'rirt-

ning thcil hopes on t'r hiclclcrt itnanr lltcy bclict'ecl

u/as thc) solc lcgitirtrate t'ulcr. In t090, thc scct scizcc]

a nrountilin 1'orttcss irr Iran thlr bcctrtnc tlrcil"htlad-

qLrrrrtcrs li-rr plauuitrg sttt'pt isc irssassittations <lf lot'irl

curirs. It ttnraitrccl irr tl'rcir hands u ntil 125(r lvhcn tl-rc

I,tongols crllturecl thc lirrtrcss trttd tritssact'cd all its
inhabitartts. TItc scct crrjovccl rvitlcslrlcacl initiirl snp-

ptl't, btrt aliel its lcitclcrs ltcrstttrclccl zcirlolts 1'or-tths

to sacrL'i1icc thcir orvl Iir''cs 1-r5' killiLrg local t'ulcrs itt

thc trost public' anrl clritt.natic l'irshiotl possiblc, scnti-

nlcllt crclrtuirIly tttIrrccl trgailtst thcln. Populilr lllltlo1'

cvcutuall-v helcl that the assassins wcre irtspi recl b1'

snrol<ing hashish. uot bv rcligiotts firith atrcl hopcrl

Chr-istian crttstrclcr's It'r1er lcartrr:tl ttl t'all thc scct

'"Assassins"--it nitnrc dcrivccl frotn tlre Arabitr wrlrcl

lbr hashish. Rtrt, ltrr tlorc than it cclltLll'Y ancl a half,

tlrc ser:t stt rvivccl arrd sccrctly clisptrtchccl asstrssitts

to kill its c.ncttries'-st;ttrt:tintcs plarrting ull ilgcl)t

I
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During thc ninctercnth centur\r. r'cligiitus clil'fet'enccs

ccasecl t() conrr.ui'llxl prirnlrv loyaltics in IJurope , but

sccular callsos sooll illosc to lttrnctrt tcrrroristtt, lirus-

trtrtecl nati ot-tnI i sts, a na rch ists, irnc] sclcia I ist.s ;lursu ccl

therir goals bv irssassinating otficiirls atrd ntlers or pro-

vol<ing othcr I<incls of violcncc. Succcssful tcrltlrist
canrpaigns. Iikc that r.vhich preccdccl thc etttcrgcncc

o[ the statc of Israel irt 194t], arc scldom officiallv
c:clcbrirtccl sinc:c cstaltlisltcd govcrnlnctlts tcal' strclr

attachs. Unstrccessfirl canrpaigns lasl longcr irttcl, cvcn

u'l.ren thcyr cventuall.v faclc arviry. rniry leave hcroic

nen.rolics bchincl.

Northern Ireland

Whcn thc Irish Irlcc Sttttc wirs ctctttcrd irt 1920, lcav-

ing Nolthern lrclancl (Ulstcr) strltjet't to tlre lllitish
crown! iln i-ulilrv t'cmnitltt tt-,rrrrecl itn illegal orgitrtiza-

tion, thc Irish Rcpublicirn Arnrv (IRA), to figlrt on ttrr

a urritetl L'clancl. 'I'hough it lvas urilitarily clet'eatecl

ancl its abilitv to occupv tcrritorr.' cuclctl irt 1()22, for

more thtrn eighty ycirrs it olgtrnizccl terrorist cattt-

p;rigns agtrir-rst the British in Clrcat Britlirt us 
"vell

as in Nor:thcrn L'elarrcl, relving tnirinlv on targctcd

assi'rssinations and bor-nbs tirtrccl to crplocle irticr
thosc rvho plntrtccl tltcr.tt \r,erc szrfelv out of the rviry.

livcnturrllv thc irngcr sustrritring thc IItA cattrllirign

du,indlccl until its lcaclcls ncgotiatccl a slablc ccasc-

[irc agtecnrent with thc two rnaitt Lhlionist pitt'tics in

t99t:|. In 2002, Unionists suspcnclercl it pou,et'-shnting

irglecnrcl)t, inrplernentetl in 1999, r'vhern att IRA spv

r ing rt'ithin the Sinn I,'ei n ptrrtv tl,as cliscot,c-'rccl. 'T'hc

l)cil['(' agrccrrcnt wils rlot r'ctlcgotiirtccl trtttil 20()5.

u hr.n IRA l.rrrndecl ovel its arrrs artd fi.rt'nrallv cleconr-

nrissione cl itsclf. 'fhrr (:xtremc Denrocratic Unittnisl
P.rrtr (DUP) has letrnainccl clistrustftrI tlrtrt thc IRA
hirs irlcr ocabl,v retroutrcctl t,i<tletrcc. itncl a snrall dic-

hirlcl t'action in Nr-rrthcn'r Irelancl calling itself tl'rc
"Lcal IRA' hrs octasionalll, contiutrccl to clctonirto

borrbs aucl l<ill pol it'c rtl'ficcrs. (loopcrrrtiort ltelrveetr

all politicirl lli'u ti()s ltas corttit'ure:cl, hotveverr, ancl itr

NIar, 2007 ir govcnring svstcnr in rvJrich Unionists

anc'l Si t'rrt Ircitt leadcrs shalc pclwct'atrd ruler Ir'claltcl,

r.l,hilc rerlaining a plrt of (ircat Britain. lvas finallv

ircl.ricvecl, irnd has survit,ctl, lhough plccatiotrslY.

through 2009.

Ilasclr,rc ni'rtionalists in Spain and Iirancc initiatecl

ir siruilar tcrrorist ctrntpaign t<tl tull indepcrlclcrlcc in

1959. 'I'heir olgartizilion still pcrsists but in reccnt

-vcars lclvcr bonrbs have crploclccl trtrd Ilasquc tcrlror-

isrn rnny bc w'inding cloll,n. Elsclvhcrc in tl'rc wol lcl,

the' post-\M-rr1cl Wrr Il disluption <;f Iiuropetltt em-

1'lircs in Asil ar-rtl Africa was oftcn hastcnccl by acts <tf

lcrr'<lrisnr. ancl rvhcn thc colonial rulcrs triccl to hang

on, irs lrappcncd iu Algeria ancl Victram, tot'c'xantple,

bittcr'. ftrll-scalc lvars ensuccl, l'eaturi ng a(:ts of tcl'
rorism on both siclcs. Nol lravc post-colonial Aflica,
Asia. ancl Latin Arucrica cscapccl tcrr:orist violcttcc
.,r,itl.rirr stirtc bor'(lcrs and across thcrn. Itr 1994. cthnic

stlil'c plovol<ccl an or-ttburst ol r,r''lrolcsalc tcrroristr in

Rrvancla. tLncl sirnilar violent clashcs arc still cotttn)on

in Sr-rdan ilrrcl (longt.r, rvltilcr trvcrnt-v-six yctrrs of tcr-

r'orist stlugglc tuirv huvc endcd in St'i Lanl<a lvith thc

surrcndcl ol'Ihmil lighters in 2009. In the Anrct'it'as.

both Colom[;itr arcl Mcxico still stril'ct frotrt tct't'rrt'istlr

orgtruizecl by cll-rg tlafficl<c'rs c'xportitrg, cocttinc itucl

other cL'Lrgs to thc LJnitecl Strrtcs.

As long as populirtions of difl'ctc:nt languagcs ancl

clrslotus ljncl thcn'rsclves living unclel' thc' silmc gov-

ernnlent. natioualist movc:nteuts ale liablc t<l provohc

tcrlorisru. .,\s la t'gc-scir l c nti grat io n a clcl s nctl' st ra r)ds

to lhc cthnic nrix in thc lvclrld's big citics, ttrbtrn
strugglcs arnoDg cthnir: groLrps tttttv lrt'conte thr ntcire

violcnt than lr,'hcn volrtntitrv allcgiancer to tt cotlllttolt

ruirtio nir I ide ntitl' wa s ta l<cn 1or grtr trtccl.

Social Reform

Anirrchist irncl socialist l)rogrilnts fol social rcfrtlrrt

plovitlecl thc othcr principal inspilr'ttiotr tbr tt:t-
r'olisrn irr tl.rc: ninctccntlr ancl trventit:th ccntrtlics.

Moclell rruarr:hisrrt nfosc fronr thc wtitings of Picrre-

foscph Plouclhon. nho t:oinccl thc tetrn in 1ti40. It
u,as tulnccl iuto ir llovcrncut by Milihail BaJ<unirr

(1t\14 -1P,7 6). lvh cis t: effir rt to cl i srtt a ntl c: g()vertt 1r clt-

tal anc'l othcr fortls of attthtlrily ttttractccl consiclcr-

nblc sttpporl alnotlg, lrrorl<ing trren it't IlirlY ancl Spain.

IlakLrnirr advocatcd violence. ancl lrctwct:n 1894 and

I
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Thc outt'agc atrcl terrr this itrciclcnt itr<lttscll alllong

Americuus is hard to cxitggerati:. '-fhc tltt.rttsatlcls of

dealhs. conrllinocl vr,ith thcr viscc:ral itttagcs of thc:

tr,vir.r toiverrs br-trtting, ancl c<tllapsillS ol) th(' natiolr's
'llV sclccns. ruaclc inclcliblc itultrcssiorts. '['hc attack

u,as plannertl and cirrrietl ottl b\r a Iorttrcrt'lv obscttrc

t.rrgflniza1 iot.t. aI-Qtrcclir. hcaclccl b)' n *.,,,,t,.,,v Sattcli

ratirie ratttcrcl Osartra birt l.atlctl. At tirc tirnc rlf thc

ilttacks. lrcr rvtts c)pc!:lting iu Afghttnistitn, t't gttcst of
'I'irlibirn fightcrs rvho had rccentlt' tul<cn control oI

thc t'otttrtt'v. rvhtrr'c the), star'tcc] trt cttfirrcc tlrcil ott'tt

e)xtrclnLln,crsion clf lslrtrttic law ttttcl conclrtct.

The War on Terror

Prcsirlcnt (leorge W Rtrsh (in otTicc 2001-2009) rc-

sponrlecl by cieclaring a "War ott 'I'et't'or." lntl u'ithin
rllontlls scnt U.S. soltlicrs to Atgharlistirn rvherc thcy

soon clcfcatecl thc 'falibnn br-rt tailcd to r:iltch llin
Lrrlcu. who is bclicvccl to harrc flcd t<l thc tttotttttaitt-

r-rus triba1 r'cgion bctu,crct't A1ghattistln truc1 Paliistlrt.

The War' on 'I'crror' stltriuccl cslirblisltecl paftcrns tll
AnrcLicatr larv ancl itrsticc its thc govct'lllllcllt irrlpl is-

onccl hunclrcrcls of suspccts firr ycars rvithottt lirrrlral

tliirl. cailing thcnt "cnctrv i:ontllittattts." r.vhilc arttllo-

r'izirrg c:ontroversiaI rrcthocls oI iutert-ogilti<In tnln-v

labclccl tol-tu I c.

'I'his tanglc [rtrs vct to bc: rcsolvcd bv Ptcsiclcnt Ril-

r-zrcl< Obarna. l['hcUrtitccl Statcs irlso l<eeps irrrnies itt A1'-

ghanistan ancl ir"t Irac1. r,r'here thc I}-rsh acltnit.listration

clcciclecl to olcrthrorv the existilrg govct'tllllctll rltt rvllat

ttrlncc'l or.rt to be faulty inhrt'ntaticttt irbor-lt n,cirlltltls tlf
rnass clcrstttrction. On top of all that. the il'alibarr hat'c

lctirlrrecl to pilt'ts rlf Atghanisti-ttlr the U.S.-spor-rsorccl

go\ elrnrents irr Iracl antl Afglrarristitn itlc cltrbior-rs[v sc-

c'uLc. rncl al-llacda cotrtintlcs to opcratc ill thc btirtlcr'

r'cgion l)ct\\,Lrcrl Alghartista rt imcl Pakislan.

So tltc \\/al ou'lhror cclnti tttres r'vitit t.to ertcl in

sight. lu licr.l, of all thc gricvt'tr.tccts that incitc itcts ol'

tcrlorisur--suiciclc bot-r'ti;ittgs arc tltc la1t:st illlcl lltosl

lcarccl tactic-ll'it'rtring is itrhcrct:tl.v intpossible, i1'

u.'iunirrg nrcalrs t:rtding slrch ncts. Instciltl, lllotel tlcts

of tcrr'orist'n crop up itt irltnost cvcrv coulltl'y o1'tlre

world. 'l'hat is lrot sLrrprisirtg, Tcrror:ism I'rirs existccl

filr nriller-uriul ancl tltc tirr-rrtirld ntultiplic'irtiotr of ltrr-
Drirn rlr mbcrs ilclto$s thct past (:cntlll'v l3uirrl nteels that

innr.rnrcrablc l)ersolrs sullcl ft'ustration tocliry ilnd arc

tcrnl'rtccl to lcsort to tcuorism tol ll()rro\v, hein;; rcacly.

cvcu cirgcr'. 1ri eucl unhatrrp-v livcs r,vith acts ttf angl'y

clcliir nce .

Willianr H. NIcNEILL

LI n i u o.r s it y o.f Chit: u 11 o. l:)nt or i t't t s
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